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Starting the ABC-Deploy management console 
The management console is available as en .EXE file in the root of the ABC-Deploy share. 

Every users with adequate privileges will be able to start the console by either clicking on the .EXE file, 

or by creating a shortcut on their own desktop. 
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Tasks 
In very broad terms, Tasks are a definition of any action that ABC-Deploy shall be capable to initiate on 
any Pc. 
This involves installing software and setting up users profiles for that software, but could also be 
anything else. Change power schemes, alter attributes of any kind inside your operating system, or in 
installed programs. 
Anything that runs as a program, any command, Installer Package, or any scriptable action can run as a 
Task. 
 
The “Tasks” TabPage in the ABC-Deploy management console allows for manipulating System and User 
Tasks. 
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Understanding System Tasks 
System tasks are actions that does affect the whole computer. 
System tasks are always executed under the security context of the local operating system. 
 
In technical terms system tasks will write its data to The Program Files directory on your boot drive, and 
will operate in the HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE part of the registry database. 
 
System tasks are most often used for installing software, and perform other management tasks affecting 
the entire computer.  
One example would be to install or update Adobe Acrobat Reader 
 

 

Understanding User Tasks 
User tasks are actions that does affect the profile of the logged on user. 
User tasks are executed under the security context of the logged on user. 
 
In technical terms user tasks will write its data to the user profile on disk.  
Depending of your operating system, this could be “C:\Documents and Settings\%username%\...”. 
User tasks operates mostly in the HKEY_CURRENT_USER part of the registry database. 
 
User tasks are most often used to tweak user profile information of already installed Software.  
One example could be to have Adobe Acrobat Reader NOT display its welcome screen at first start. 
Another could be to place shortcuts on user desktop etc. 
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Create or Modify a Task 
Tasks are created in the Tasks pane in the Management Console 
 
New tasks are created clicking  the “Add symbol”, that will display the Add Tasks window . . . 
Existing tasks are modified by clicking the  “Modify Task symbol”   
 

  
 
 

 
 
Task Name: 

You must always name your Task  
A Task name must obey to the naming rules of filenames in Windows 
“Adobe Acrobat Reader” is a valid name, “Adobe ??” is not valid 
A task name cannot be changed 

Description: 
Textual description as you like 

Status: 
 Enabled / Disabled. Only Enabled tasks are executed on client Computers 

If you experiences problems with a specific task, or want to take a task out of production for 
some other reason, you’ll choose disable. 

 
Always Deploy: 

Choosing this option causes the task to be carried out every time the ABC-Deploy agent is 
running on the client computer. 
System tasks assigned to a Client Computer will get executed every time the computer starts, or 
if the ABC-Deploy System Service is being restarted for other reasons. 
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User tasks assigned to Users will get executed every time a user logs on.  
 
Deploy Once: 

This is what you want in most cases.  
The task is being executed only once for each assigned client Computer or User 
If you want the task to get executed once again, you have an opportunity of redeploying the 
Task. 

 
Max. Concurrent Deploys: 

This is useful for bigger installation that you might fear will affect your network performance. 
Having 100 computers starting at exactly the same time to install ie. AutoCAD might not be too 
healthy to your network. 
However in a normal office environment with a modern network, you might not need this 
feature at all. 
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Task Items: 
Tasks consists of task items, or lines 
A task could have just one line like 

“Install Adobe” 
 

Or it could have more Task Items like: 
 “Uninstall Adobe V8” 
 “Uninstall Adobe V9” 
 “Install Adobe V9.1.4” 

 
Click the “Add symbol” to add task lines 
Click the “Modify symbol”, or double click,  to modify task lines 
 

Task Item Details 
This window shows detailed information for a single task item 
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Delete a Task 
Select the task you want to delete, Click the delete symbol, or choose delete from the “Right Click” 
menu. 

 
 

 
 

Accept the confirmation dialog by clicking “OK” 

 

 

And delete the file structures of the task, if you expect not to need it in the future. 
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Link a user Task to a System Task 
When you create a system task, an associated user task is always automatically created by the system. 
 
Let’s say that you create a new system task for installing ie. FireFox 
When FireFox is installed, you also want to manage FireFox profiles on each pc where FireFox is  
installed. 
A “FireFox User Task” linked to the “FireFox System Task” is used for this purpose. 
 
When you created your “FireFox System Task”, an additional “FireFox User Task” has automatically been 
created for you by ABC-Deploy.  
And the “FireFox User Task” is automatically registered to execute in any computer where the “FireFox 
System Task” has been installed. This is your guarantee that all your FireFox users will get the profile 
setup that you design. 
 
You can manipulate this User Task by selecting it in the “User Tasks“ tabpage 
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You might want to look into the “Assign Tasks” tabpage to see how the “FireFox User Task” is being 
linked to the “FireFox System Task” 
Observe the action list – The list allows the User Task – FireFox to install for anyone logging onto a 
computer with FireFox installed. 
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Assigning Tasks 
The “Assignments” TabPage in the ABC-Deploy management console allows for assigning tasks to 
selected users or computers . 

 
 
Look at the action list. 
This list is checked by the client agent starting from the top to determine if a task is to be executed on 
that client.  
 
ABC-Deploy gives you a predefined set of ”Assignment Objects”  to choose from. And you are capable of 
creating your own objects if you want to. 
The predefined set of Assignment objects are:  

Domain_SiteName - ie. “Default-First-Site-Name”  
OS_Name  -  ie. “Microsoft Windows 7 Enterprise” 
User_Name  - Name of logged on user 
PC_ComputerName - Name of client computer 
PC_DomainRole  -  ie. "Member Workstation" 
PC_Manufactor  - ie. LENOVO 
PC_Model  - ie. 8806W76 
PC_SystemType  - ie. X86-based PC 
Net_Default Gateway - Ip Address of default gateway 
Net_MAC  -    Mac Address  

 
When you use ABC-Deploy, and define more and more tasks, you will see a growing list of Assignment 
Objects in the format: 

“Is  Installed - productname” 
Ie. There will be an assignment object called “Is Installed – Mozilla FireFox” 

 
These objects will have a value of “True” if the named product is installed on the computer by ABC-
Deploy. You will use these special assignment objects to tailor one product to another. 
 
In a real world scenario, you might want to tailor installations of “Sun Java” and “Adobe Flash” to your 
FireFox installation.  



13 
 

You will do so by simply assign ie. The Sun Java system task, to the object “Is Installed – Mozilla FireFox”, 
as shown in the screenshot below 
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Assigning to Computers 
To assign a task to a named computers or to groups of computers is often needed in the normal work 

routine in an IT department. 

Bob, is being permitted by his boss to have Microsoft Visio Standard installed on his workstation named  

S0838 

The IT supporter responsible for this will use the ABC-Deploy management console to assign the Visio 

installation to the computer S0838 

Go to “Assign Tasks” Ą “System Task Assignments”   

¶ Locate the selection criteria “PC Computername” 

¶ Click the green arrow, to allow installation 

 

 

Now input the name of the computer to allow for installation of Microsoft Visio 

Notice, that you do have full wildcard support allowing you to select multible computers to install to. 

Ie. A value like “B*” will install Microsoft Visio to all computers whose name starts with the letter B 

 
 
The computer S0847 is now in the list of allowed computers: 
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Assigning to Users 
Although you are able to install software as a users task, this is not too common. 

User tasks are most often used to maintain and update profile information. 

In this example we will show the assignment of the User Task to setup Mozilla Firefox to users. The task 

involves some registry changes and copying of a directory tree to the logged on users profile folder. 

We want to make sure that every user logging on to a PC where we have installed Mozilla Firefox will get 

the approved profile. 
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Assignment Objects 
The “Assignment Objects” TabPage in the ABC-Deploy management console lets you change or define 
objects used in task assignments. 
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Client Management 
The “Client” tab page allows you to select clients for management. 

 

You will have the ability of the following actions: 

¶ Install Agent 

¶ Uninstall Agent 

¶ Restart Agent 

¶ - 

¶ Wake On Lan 

¶ Shutdown 

¶ Restart 

¶ - 

¶ Toggle blacklist 

¶ Redeploy one or more tasks 

¶ View client log 

 

Load from Windows Domain 
Clicking the “Load from Active Directory” Button lets you view and choose clients by browsing the Active 

Directory. 

You are able to perform your action against a single client, or to a whole OU if you prefer. 

You could for instance right click an OU to install the ABC-Agent to all computers in that particular OU 

 


